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Derek was born in Coventry in the UK. After he 

graduated with Honours in Chemistry from the 

University of Manchester in 1973 he emigrated to 

settle in Brisbane where he quickly secured 

employment in the Chemistry Department of The 

University of Queensland as a Laboratory 

Technologist. This involved both research and 

instrument management within the Inorganic 

Section. During this time Derek graduated from 

UQ with a B.Sc., majoring in Botany and Zoology.  

After about 15 years in this position he 

progressed to become Department Manager and 

then after a departmental merger became the 

Technical Manager. This was 

followed by roles as Finance 

Manager and then Building and 

Facilities Manager of the 

School of Molecular and 

Microbial Sciences. He 

remained in this role, also 

acting as relieving School 

Manager when required, until 

he took up his current position 

as Facility Manager of the 

ANFF, Queensland Node, 

housed within the AIBN and 

Chemistry buildings at UQ. 

Derek very much enjoys family life, especially 

being a grandfather to his young grandson. In his 

spare time he is a soccer referee – a hobby he 

has enjoyed for over 20 years both in the UK and 

Brisbane. 
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John completed a B.Sc. in Physics at the 

University of California, Berkeley in 1990 where 

he was a research assistant in an ultra-low 

temperature Physics laboratory. He then 

completed a M.Sc. in Physics at the University of 

British Columbia, Vancouver in 1993. His 

research there resulted in publications associated 

with endohedral muonium in doped buckyballs 

(KxC60) and his thesis project “Etching of Gallium 

Arsenide with Atomic Hydrogen”.  

He worked for the next fourteen years gaining 

industrial experience as a Process Engineer in 

silicon based mixed-signal/digital application 

specific integrated circuits at American 

Microsystems (recently 

acquired by ON 

Semiconductor) and high 

volume memory device 

manufacturing at Fujitsu 

Microelectronics and Hynix 

Semiconductor. 

John was developing a 

novel cryogenic carbon 

dioxide capture system for 

coal-fired power plants in 

the Department of Physics 

at the University of Oregon, 

Eugene just prior to joining the NSW node of 

ANFF at the end of April 2008. 

A passion for alpine environments and telemark 

skiing developed whilst he was living in Idaho, as 

did his love of mountains. He is now enjoying 

Sydney for its food, snorkelling and acoustic 

music venues, particularly bluegrass. 

WE EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO OUR 

NEW STAFF MEMBERS… 

 


